
Russell County School District 

Institute Professional Development Day 2022 

CONGRATULATIONS, RUSSELL COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TEACHERS OF THE YEAR 

      Institute Day Part 2 was an exhilarating and motivating 
event for the employees of the Russell County School Dis-
trict.  The day started with employees being entertained by 
the RCHS cheer squad. At the conclusion of the cheer 
presentation, a multi-screen video with music and vocals 
generated by the Superintendent, district leaders, school prin-

cipals, and RCHS students reminded the 
team that we can lean on each other for 
support.  The spirit of positivity, achievement, and hopefulness con-
tinued to increase with the powerful and inspirational words shared 
by Dr. Brenda Coley during the State of the District Address. Just 
when employees thought they had reached the pinnacle of the day’s 
events, Damon West took the stage and used his life story to empow-
er the people of Warrior Country to become change agents. Every 
employee was challenged to live life and educate children with a 
“Coffee Bean” mindset. Institute Day Part 2 was concluded with 
lunch being provided for every employee before they engaged in pro-
fessional learning activities for the remainder of the day.  

      The district is grateful to community partners and 
event sponsors for their continuous support. Because of 
their generosity, meals were delivered to all employees 
and the program was livestreamed. We are truly better 
together. #CountyStrong 
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The 2022-2023 Elementary Teacher of the Year and Secondary Teacher 
of the Year are amazing educators who consistently go above and beyond 
what is required to ensure that they positively impact the total growth and de-
velopment of the students they serve while supporting the vision and mission 
of the Russell County School District. The district is honored to celebrate the 
work on Ms. DeAnza Sheridan from Mt. Olive Primary School and Mrs. 
Elizabeth Lambert from Russell County Middle School.  Thank you for your 
devotion to making the world a better place one student at a time. Russell 
County is fortunate to have YOU!  Congratulations for being selected as the 
district level teachers of the year. Keep making a difference. 

 
We also would like to congratulate and thank 
the school-level teachers of the year: Annette 
Chambers, Oliver Elementary; Jordan West-
moreland, Dixie Elementary; Kathleen Smolik, 
RCHS; Lance Ashcraft, Mt. Olive Intermediate;           
and Connie Carpenter, Ladonia Elementary. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

− Institute PD Day 2022 

− RCSD Teachers of the Year 

− Elementary Science Fair 

− Economic Development 
Award 

− RCSD Staff Spotlight 

− Highest Honors for Band 
Students 

− Countywide Spelling Bee 

− Female Diversity Award for 
RCHS Computer Science 

− Dependent Care Grants 
Awarded 

− National Signing Day 

− Superintendent Honored 

− Board Member Appreciation 

UPCOMING DATES: 

March 15– End of 3rd 9 weeks 

March 21-25– Spring Break 

March 29– Report Cards Issued 

April 15– No School/Good Friday 

April 18– Virtual Learning Day/    

No In-person Instruction 

 

 

 

Ms. DeAnza Sheridan 

District Elementary 

Teacher of the Year 

Mrs. Elizabeth Lambert 

District Secondary  

Teacher of the Year 

"Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much." Helen Keller 



 

 

  
 

 ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AWARD  
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ELEMENTARY SCIENCE FAIR  

RCHS/RCMS BAND STUDENTS  
RECEIVE HIGHEST HONOR 

Russell County Middle School and High School 
students auditioned for the Alabama All-State 
Band and District 6 Honor Band. Congratulations 
to the following students who made the Alabama 
All-State Band: RCMS - Layla Gary; RCHS - Se-
bastian Rivera, Jasmine Chaney, Leanna Bridges, 
and Brayden Doran. Congratulations to the follow-
ing students who made the District 6 Honor Band: 
RCMS - Layla Gary, William Beard, Elizabeth 
Wilson Kamashion Tolliver, Jr. Lyndsey Pitts; 
RCHS – Lyndsey Pitts, Molly Wilson, Kyla Jack-
son, Luke Jones, and Joshua Byrom. These stu-
dents will be representing the school district in the 
coming weeks. Way to go Warriors!!  

The districtwide Elementary Science Fair highlight-
ed the creativity, innovation, enthusiasm and perse-
verance of the 3rd-5th grade scientists within the 
Russell County School District. This showcase of 
student learning is becoming more impressive each 
year. These scholars continue to amaze judges and 
make the selection of winners a challenge.  Congrat-
ulations to the following district-level winners. 

 

  3rd Grade 

1st- Callie Ann Greenhaw (DES) 

2nd - Bo Smith (DES) 

3rd - Sebastian Swiat (MOIS) 

 

 

 4th Grade 

1st - Tenley Wallace (LES)  

2nd - Jayla Jones (MOIS)  

3rd - Giovanni Yonts (LES) 

 

 

 5th Grade 

1st - Aubrey Cox (OES)  

2nd -Sophia Lamberty (MOIS)  

3rd - Mason Olsen (DES) 

  

RCSD STAFF SPOTLIGHT 
TECHNICIAN, RANDY MURPHY  

 

The Russell County School District received 
the Economic Development Award at the East 
Alabama Chamber of Commerce Annual Meet-
ing and Luncheon on February 1st. We were 
nominated, voted on, and selected by Chamber 
members. The District received this award as a 
large company that has made a significant im-
pact in the East Alabama region through job 
creation and investment in the community and 
infrastructure, expansion, and/or renovation. 
The Economic Development Award is a recog-
nition of commitment to the region and a readi-
ness to act when called upon. 

The Ledger-Enquirer recently 

did a cover story about Randy 

Murphy and the bright future 

he has ahead of him. Mr. 

Murphy, one of our technolo-

gy department’s technicians, 

shared his story of growth 

and transformation, and how 

he persevered through chal-

lenging times as a child to the 

man we have grown to know and appreciate. 

Check out the full story at: https://www.ledger

-enquirer.com/news/local/education/

article250550344.html to learn more about 

Mr. Murphy’s childhood, the decision he 

made to drop out of high school, how he be-

came the top student in his graduating class at 

CVCC, to becoming a family man who is 

driven to excel in all that he does. 

RCHS Band Honors RCMS Band Honors 
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DEPENDENT CARE GRANTS 
AWARDED TO ELEMENTARY 

SCHOOLS 

 COUNTYWIDE SPELLING 
 BEE WINNERS  

The AP Computer Science Fe-
male Diversity Award recogniz-
es the work of RCHS!  Through 
the instruction of Mrs. Tangela 
Crocker, RCHS is engaging fe-
male students in Computer Sci-

ence at a high rate. By diversifying computer 
science education, we are preparing our female 
students for high paying, in demand jobs of the 
future and giving them the opportunity to help 
solve some of society's most challeng-
ing problems. RCHS is one of only 760 schools 
to be selected nationwide for 
this extremely prestig-
ious award. This year alone, 
RCHS has certified 14 stu-
dents in Python and Java 
programming!  RCHS, in an 
effort to include and engage 
all students, also offers a ro-
botics club for all 9th-12th 
grade students led by Mrs. 
Tangela Crocker.  

NATIONAL SIGNING DAY         
WARRIORS RISE 

COMPUTER SCIENCE                   
FEMALE DIVERSITY AWARD 

On February 3, 2022, school-level winners 
from across the county (to include students 
from the Russell County School District and 
Phenix City Public Schools) visited Russell 
County High School to engage in a nail-biting, 
but friendly spelling competition to vie for the 
chance to be named COUNTYWIDE Spelling 
Bee Champion.  
After 23 rounds of spelling, the honor was be-
stowed to Savannah Dollar from South Girard 
School.  Second place went to Brian Rivera 
from Russell County Middle School and third 
place was taken by Nigel Lee from Sherwood  
Elementary School. Congratulations, scholars!  

 

 

Congratulations to Dixie Elementary, 
Ladonia Elementary, Mt. Olive Primary, 
Mt. Olive Intermediate, and Oliver Ele-
mentary Schools for writing and receiv-
ing Dependent Care Development Pro-
gram Grants. Each school will receive 
$10,783.60 over the course of two years 
for a total of $53,918.00. This funding 
will allow the schools to provide after-
school programs for our children which 
will also benefit our working parents.  

 

2nd Place- Brian Rivera 

Russell County Middle School 

The Russell County High School football team had an 
incredible National Signing Day with eight Warriors 
signing letters of intent. Congratulations to these     
student-athletes! 

Dammon Epps– Troy University 

Amerion Lawson- Point University 

Mark Olds– Brevard College 

Kamaury Long– Point University 

Besong Obenofunde– Huntingdon College 

Damion Porter– Chilton Prep Academy 

Matthew Gomillion– Point University 

Mercury Wilkins– Faulkner University  

“We are so excited for our senior athletes, and what this 
group of young men has accomplished in just a short 
amount of time. One of the most rewarding aspects of 
coaching is not the wins but it's watching someone fight 
for, and accomplish their dreams. The foundation this sen-
ior group has laid will change this program for many years 
to come, and I cannot wait to see what this next group does 
to continue to grow what this class has started.”        
Coach Griggs 

Please, everyone, come 
out on May 20 to watch 
us play Tallassee at 8PM 
EST in our stadium to 
conclude spring training!   

       GO WARRIORS!! 



Congratulations to Dr. Coley, CVCC 2022 Hall of Fame 

Russell_csd @russellcsd Russellcsd myRCSD.org 

 

Thank You for all that you do to support the students of the Russell County School District  
Pictured, Vice President, Kenneth Barnes, District 4; John Keith Mitchell, District 2; Joseph Williams, District 6; Tommy Pugh, District 3; 

Timothy Simpson, District 7; Barbara Clark, District 2; Superintendent, Dr. Brenda Coley; and President, Eugenia Upshaw, District 5 

Thank you to Chattahoochee Valley Community College for your investment into our community 

 and for recognizing Superintendent, Dr. Brenda Coley, as the Distinguished Service Honoree.             

We would also like to congratulate Mike Bunn and Loretta Cobb on their distinguished recognition. 


